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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 December 2006 . 
2a)ISI This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. To the extent that they may still apply, Applicants 
arguments are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues on page 8 of the reply (filed December 4, 2006): "Shen operates on a 
different basis than the claimed invention in that Shen relies on the PDA 210 accessing the 
desktop computer 202 to receive a TV program information," The examiner disagrees. In Shen, 
the PDA 210 acquires program information through the Internet from remote server 208 via 
desktop computer 202 (see fig.2, col.2 1.40 - col. 3, 1.15). This constitutes a "user controlled 
acquisition means . . . accessing a remote program information providing server through the 
internet" as claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,401,059 ("Shen") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,208,799 ("Marsh"). 

Regarding claims 1 and 5-7, Shen discloses (see fig.2) an information processing system 
(200), corresponding method, and storage medium storing a corresponding computer-readable 
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program, comprising: a recording apparatus (226); an information processing apparatus (210) 
comprising: control means (212) including, user controlled acquisition means (GUI) for 
acquiring control information (TV program information) for controlling preset recording of a 
program (col. 3, IL 30-38) by accessing a remote program information providing server (e.g., 
Yahoo!®, col. 2, 11. 41-49) through the internet based on a user request to access the remote 
program information providing server (a user request to access the server supplying the TV 
program information is implicit in the fact that the user requests display of the information using 
PDA 210, col. 3, 11. 14-16, and the TV program information is downloaded from an Internet 
server and transported to the PDA 210, col. 2, II. 41-67), and conversion means (216) for 
converting contents (times, date, channel, etc.) described in said control information acquired by 
said acquisition means into code information (control information) for setting said program 
preset recording to the apparatus (226), which is remote from the control means (col. 3, 11. 30- 
51); and transmission means (228) for receiving said code information from said conversion 
means and for transmitting said code information obtained by said conversion means to said 
recording apparatus under control of said control means (col. 3, 11. 30-32); the recording 
apparatus receiving said code information from said transmission means (col. 3, 11. 30-45). 

Shen fails to explicitly disclose said recording device confirming whether said code 
information properly sets said program preset recording, and displaying whether said program 
preset recording is proper or improper. In an analogous art, however. Marsh discloses a 
recording device (fig.l, items 15, 18) confirming whether said code information properly sets 
said program preset recording (fig.3, item 39), and displaying whether said program preset 
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recording is proper or improper (fig.3, item 37), thereby notifying the user regarding potential 
recording conflicts (see col. 3, 11.9-43). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the recording device of Shen to include confirming and displaying 
whether said preset recording is proper, as taught by Marsh, for the benefit of providing 
additional convenience to the user. 

As to claims 2 and 8, Shen in view of Marsh discloses an information processing 
apparatus according to claims 1 and 7. Shen further discloses said control information acquired 
by said acquisition means is G-code information (program date, channel, and times, col. 3, 11. 38- 
40; "G-code information" includes program time and channel information). 

As to claims 3 and 9, Shen in view of Marsh discloses an information processing 
apparatus according to claims 1 and 7. Shen further discloses said transmission means transmits 
said code information to said recording apparatus by use of an infrared signal (col. 3, 11. 30-32). 

As to claims 4 and 10, Shen in view of Marsh discloses an information processing 
apparatus according to claims 1 and 7. Shen further discloses said control information includes 
broadcast channel information, broadcast date, broadcast start time, and recording end time of 
said program (col. 3, 11. 35-40). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Susskind, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0046366, discloses an 
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information processing apparatus and methods for acquiring control information for 
automatically programming a VCR to record television programs. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chris Lambrecht whose telephone number is (571) 272-7297. 
The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached on weekdays at (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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